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Abstract

The main purpose of this article was to critically investigate the book "Holy Ignorance:
When Religion and Culture Part Ways” written by Olivier Roy. Specifically, this
research tried to examine the conflict or coexistence of religion and culture through the
analyses of the author of the book, and discover the impact of ideological positions on
the text. To this end, using the critical discourse analysis method by Fairclough (1989),
this research analyzed and criticized the content of this book within three stages of
description, interpretation and explanation. The findings showed that the key idea of
this work is to introduce religious fundamentalism in the world as a result of the
disconnection of the links between cultural and religious signs. However, the book goes
wrong in identifying and explaining the relationship between religion and culture and
has proposed the convergence of these two based on evidences which are on the
contrary, at least in the case of Islam. Moreover, the author's interpretation of Islamic
fundamentalism is vague and insufficient and implies a false justification of the political
identity of Islam in the contemporary era.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

One of the important consequences of the colonial experience in countries, especially
Islamic societies, was the spread of Western secular values and modernity. In response
to such conditions, some Islamists looked for a solution and went towards religious
revivalism, reformism, fundamentalism and such interpretations. Islamic
fundamentalism was also formed in the same direction and with the aim of reviving
religious principles and foundations according to the era of the Prophet and the rightly
caliphs, and gradually became the dominant political discourse in most Islamic
countries in the last three decades of the 20th century (Abbaszadeh Fathabadi, 2008, p.
111). However, in recent years, we have seen the negative outcome of this project in the
form of the formation of violent extremist groups known as Fundamentalists. The
analysis of this project has been of interest to some contemporary researchers. One of
these people is Olivier Roy, a French researcher who presented his views in the book
"Holy Ignorance, When Religion and Culture Part Ways". In this work, he believes that
in the globalized world, religion grows to such an extent that it has parted its connection
with culture, and the result has been the emergence of violent groups such as Al-Qaeda
and ISIS. On the other hand, the result of the separation of culture from religion has
been a return to atheism. However, it is not clear exactly what method he intends to
establish the interaction between culture and religion and how the output of this
interaction will ultimately contribute to the dynamics of the two. In fact, this research
seeks to answer this question: What is the ideological load of the text? Fairclough's
(1989) critical discourse analysis method was used to criticize the discourse of the
mentioned book. This method provides a framework for studying the relationship
between language, power and ideology, in which the researcher studies the apparent
effects of the speech, the production structure and the context of the occurrence of the
text or speech, i.e. factors outside the text. Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
consists of three interdependent steps: Description (revealing the ideological positions
of the text) Interpretation (showing the interaction between text and context) and
Explanation (two-way effect of structures on discourse and discourse on structures)
(Fairclough, 1379, pp. 171-245). This level of analysis is dedicated to examining the

formal features of the book's text. The central and frequent terms and concepts in this
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work include: secularization, fundamentalism, culture, globalization, hybridity,
indifference, and radicalization. This work uses several negative concepts and terms to
critique the relationship between religion and culture in contemporary society, often
highlighting the negative aspects or potential challenges associated with certain aspects
of religion and culture. The most important of these are: fundamentalism, sectarianism,
tribalism, intolerance, prejudice, and cultural imperialism. In some parts of the book, the
author often examines dual concepts and, through this approach, attempts to highlight
the complexities and contradictions inherent in the relationship between religion and
culture. The most important of these dualities include: religion versus culture, tradition
versus modernity, faith versus reason, globalization versus localism, and individualism
versus collectivism. The main aspects open to critique in the author's discourse stem
from his ideological positions, which are evident throughout the text. The most
significant shortcomings that have been overlooked in the author's examination of the
relationship between religion and culture, and which, in the researcher's opinion, have
led to an incomplete answer to the question of the conflict or coexistence of religion and
culture, are as follows: neglecting the impact of the structure of religious institutions on
the formation of fundamentalism, the lack of a multi-causal approach in analyzing the
factors contributing to the emergence of religious fundamentalism, insufficient attention
to the impact of the phenomenon of "orientalization," ignoring the influence of Western
representations of Islam, and an inadequate understanding of the interaction between
religion and culture, especially regarding Islam. This article, using the method of critical
discourse analysis, examined the book "Holy Ignorance: When Religion and Culture
Part Ways" by Olivier Roy. The findings were presented at three levels: description,
interpretation, and explanation. The most significant negative keyword used by the
author, which clearly reflects the dominant discourse of this work, is the concept of
"fundamentalism." Roy criticizes religious fundamentalism for its intolerance, rigidity,
and potential for violence. From his perspective, Islam (like Catholicism) has become
fundamentalist wherever it has separated from social structures, moral standards, and
theological reasoning and has been reduced to mere rulings and beliefs, manifesting in
groups such as al-Qaeda and ISIS. Therefore, it is necessary for cultural elements (such
as parliament, equality, etc.) to enter the scene and reduce the rigidity of religious
rulings. However, the author errs in identifying and explaining the relationship between
religion and culture and its manifestations. He proposes the convergence of religion and

culture on the condition that religion accepts the cultural elements of modernity, which,
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based on historical evidence—at least in the case of Islam—contradicts historical
evidences and reality
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