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Abstract

In the field of post-interpretive Quranic Studies, one of the prominent and evolving areas
of inquiry is the examination and classification of interpretive methods, which has gained
significant attention, particularly over the past century. Like other domains of human
thought, the classification of interpretive methods is susceptible to various challenges and
deficiencies. Among these, methodological shortcomings stand out as critical due to the
fundamental importance of methodology in the sciences and the necessity of establishing a
comprehensive and effective framework for the classification of Quranic exegeses. This
study aims to critically analyze the methodological flaws in the interpretive frameworks
proposed by Goldziher, Al-Dhahabi, Al-Ma‘rifah, and Fahd Al-Rumi. The findings reveal
that the classifications of interpretive methods proposed by these scholars are based on
unidimensional and tree-diagram models. While such models may hold educational value,
they are inadequate for studying the complexities of interpretive traditions. These
approaches offer a limited and reductive understanding of the phenomenon of interpretive
methods, undermining the robustness of analytical outcomes. The shortcomings are rooted
in significant methodological issues, including a predominant divergent approach,
reductivism, the absence of a spectrum-based perspective, the prevalence of binary
thinking, and an exclusive focus on diachronic analysis.
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Extended Abstract

In Quranic exegesis studies, the classification of exegesis methods has gained
considerable attention and development in the last century. This research critically
examines the classifications presented in various exegeses and analyzes the
methodological shortcomings within them by closely studying four significant works by
renowned scholars: Ignaz Goldziher, Muhammad Hussein Dhahabi, Muhammad Hadi
Ma'rifat, and Fahd bin Abdulrahman Rumi. Quranic exegesis methods face numerous
challenges due to the inherent complexities of the Quranic text and the diversity of the
exegetes' perspectives. Among these, the classification of methods and exegeses plays a
crucial role in better understanding these approaches and facilitating exegetical studies.
However, conventional classifications, such as tree structures and unidimensional
models, are often seen as ineffective due to their oversimplification and lack of
flexibility in analyzing the complexities of exegetical streams. These challenges include
reductionism, the dominance of divergent perspectives, failure to recognize spectrum
relationships, and the use of bipolar models, which significantly impact comprehension
and scholarly conclusions. This research aims to structurally and content-wise analyze
these shortcomings and propose a critical approach for improving existing
classifications. This study employs qualitative content analysis to examine the key
works of four scholars. Each of these works presents distinct structures for classifying
exegeses based on factors such as time, place, method, and purpose of interpretation.
Analyzing these works within a critical framework helps identify the strengths and
weaknesses of their classification models. Goldziher, one of the earliest Western
scholars to approach Quranic exegesis from a historical and comparative perspective,
divides exegeses into six historical periods: the period of the Companions, the
Followers, the formative period, the expansion period, the intellectual schools’ period,
and the contemporary period. Goldziher’s approach follows a unidimensional and tree-
structured model. While it offers a systematic and historical perspective, it fails to
effectively analyze the complex and intertwined exegetical streams. Furthermore, by
emphasizing historical differences excessively, this model fails to recognize the
interactive relationships between periods. Dhahabi categorizes exegeses into two main
groups: "transmitted" and "rational" based on the dichotomy of "authenticity" and

"innovation." This classification is straightforward and educational, but it overlooks
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methodological complexities due to its lack of flexibility and bipolar perspective.
Notably, this model fails to account for composite exegeses, which incorporate both
transmitted and rational elements and disregard intermediary layers in the exegeses.
Ma'rifat provides a more comprehensive model, classifying exegeses based on both
temporal and spatial indicators. He categorizes exegeses into five historical periods: the
prophetic period, the Companions, the Followers, the Ahl al-Bayt period, and the post-
compilation to the contemporary period. Although more detailed and inclusive
compared to earlier models, this classification still suffers from a failure to address the
relationships between exegetical methods and continues to rely on hierarchical
structures. Rumi classifies exegeses based on three components: "method," "path," and
"style," emphasizing the approach, content, and method of interpretation. This model
provides a more holistic analysis and covers a broader range of exegetical complexities.
However, the tree structure used still faces limitations such as reductionism and a lack
of interactive understanding between the methods. Classifications of exegeses and
methods typically follow a "unidimensional" pattern resembling hierarchical military
structures. Researchers categorize exegeses based on a single criterion, such as "source
of interpretation" (e.g., Quran-based or hadith-based), which provides organization but
fails to capture the full complexity and variety of exegetical approaches. Additionally,
the tree structure in these classifications implies a rigid separation of methods, which
does not allow for overlapping or interaction between branches. Consequently, such
classifications fail to fully represent the intricacies of exegetical methods. The following
are the key methodological issues discussed in this research. Most models emphasize
distinctions and separations between methods, neglecting the interactions and
commonalities between them. This divergent approach leads to a fragmented
understanding of exegetical methods and reduces the efficacy of the models. The
oversimplification and reduction of exegetical methods into limited categories is another
fundamental issue. This reductionism causes the neglect of complex layers and nuances
in the exegeses, leading to incomplete analyses. Conventional classifications place
exegeses into distinct, fixed categories without acknowledging the spectrum
relationships and interactions between them. These results are incomplete and
constrained depictions of exegetical methods. Bipolar classifications, such as
"authentic/rational" or "permissible/impermissible," eliminate the diversity and
flexibility inherent in exegeses, diminishing the potential for comprehensive analysis.
Despite its simplicity and educational value, the tree structure is ineffective in more

complex research studies. This structure fails to adequately display the intricate
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relationships, overlaps, and interactions within exegetical methods. This research
indicates that current models for classifying exegetical methods, while educational, are
insufficient for advanced exegetical studies. Adopting multidimensional, network-
based, and spectral approaches instead of hierarchical and tree structures could offer a
more effective way to analyze this field. Additionally, recognizing the interactive
relationships between methods and acknowledging the inherent complexities in

exegeses can lead to a deeper understanding of the field.
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